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The Revolutionary period did (after some hesitation by those who dreamed of a society without
hospitals) bring about the conversion of the main houses of Christian care for the sick poor in
the large urban centres (Hotels-Dieu, Charite's, and Hopitaux Ge'neraux) to medical institutions
concerned with the study and treatment of disease. The process of medicalization of Paris
hospitals has been well documented by Michel Poucault, Erwin Ackerknecht, and others.
The medical revolution has tended to overshadow the "medical old regime". As a result of this
perspective (as well as the destruction of many of the relevant archives at Paris), our knowledge
of hospital medicine in eighteenth-century France, as it was lived by patients, religious, medical
and administrative personnel, and perceived by the rest ofsociety, remains obscure.
Unfortunately, the present collection of eleven papers does not present any new insights or
interpretations. The proceedings of a colloquium, the collection is poorly organized, repetitive,
and palpably in need of editorial attention. This is especially evident in the prolix introduction
by Pierre Huard and M.-J. Imbault-Huart, and, to a lesser extent, in three other papers by the
same team. Their discussion ofthe hospice ofthe Paris Royal College of Surgery, for example,
dwells on previously published material while missing an opportunity to consider patients or
diseases. They accuse "American authors", singling out this reviewer, of mistaking the small
hospice for "la grande ecole chirurgicale parisienne". Suffice it to say that I never made such a
claim. (Ironcially, it is the French authors who grossly mistake the scope of the small model
surgical hospital by stating that it received ten times as many patients as it in fact did.)
Vincent Comiti's brief discussion of the distribution of patients and disease categories is the
only paper to address these central questions. Pierre Niaussat (French naval hospitals) and
Marcel Baudot (archival sources) provide facts, lists, and hints for further research. Adrien
Carre's sketch of English naval hospitals argues for their inferiority to French counterparts.
Jean Filliozat reproduces an eyewitness description of Paris medical institutions left by a
Swedish visitor in 1770-71. Jean-Pierre Kerneis's 'J.-B. Cassard and the birth of hospital
medicine at Nantes in 1717' is the only piece of research based on hospital records in this
disappointing collection.
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JOHN S. HALLER jr., American medicine in transition 1840-1910, Urbana, Chicago, and
London, University of Illinois Press, 1981, 8vo, pp. xii, 457, illus., $17.50.
John Haller is one of a growing group ofAmerican historians who have turned their attention
to medical developments. Following in the footsteps of the late Richard H. Shryock, they have
with ever-increasing sophistication analysed and described both the evolution of medical ideas
and medical practices as well as the culture in which they took place. Haller, for instance, has
written some informative articles on therapeutic practices such as bleeding and on the use of
calomel. These now find their way into this book.
Although the book is long and does contain some informative sections, it does not deserve a
long review. It is, unfortunately, very disappointing, because I hoped that a good synthesis of
American medicine had finally appeared. This is not the case. Professor Haller is not on very
secure ground in many parts of the book, though his range of references will be useful. He has
relied on secondary works to some extent and on the medicaljournal literature extensively.
The most telling fault of Haller's book is a conceptual void. How can one come to grips with
the transformation of medicine by virtually totally ignoring the role, and developments of
hospitals and those doctors who did so much to make the hospital the centre of twentieth-
century medicine, the surgeons?
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